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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: STRATEGIC ADVOCACY BRIEF ON HARM
REDUCTION INVESTMENT

This Strategic Advocacy Brief addresses the acute transnational drugs and health crisis in
Southeast Asia, with a primary emphasis on the health-economic rationale and return on
investment (RoI) in the context of harm reduction. Specifically targeting opioids and
amphetamine-type stimulants (ATS), this position underscores the urgent imperative for
heightened support to fortify harm reduction efforts and effectively manage the escalating
health burden in the region.

The document outlines the critical health-economic rationale driving investments in harm
reduction. Beyond immediate health impacts, the interventions within harm reduction offer a
strategically cost-effective approach that is also critical to global responses to HIV, HCV and
TB. This includes preventing infections, reducing long-term healthcare costs, and fostering
social and economic stability. Supported by compelling evidence showcasing a positive
return on investment, this positions harm reduction as not just a health imperative but a crucial
strategy for safeguarding health systems and mitigating the broader societal impacts
associated with substance use.
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Key Points:

1. Health Burden: Southeast Asia faces a significant drugs and health crisis, with millions
affected by hepatitis C, chronic hepatitis B, HIV, and a notable increase in tuberculosis cases.

2. Global Impact: The region significantly contributes to global TB incidence, HIV cases, and
drug-resistant TB, overdose death, emphasizing the interconnectedness of health challenges.

3. War on Drugs Impact: The punitive measures of the war on drugs exacerbate stigma,
discrimination, hinder harm reduction financing, and perpetuate health and social inequities.

4. Global Commitments: Recognizing global commitments and declining donor funding,
sustained support for harm reduction is crucial, especially during the transition of countries to
higher income status.

5. Funding Analysis: Insufficient funding, gaps in community-led initiatives, and regional
disparities underscore the critical need for increased financial support and strategic
approaches.

“In Asia and the Pacific, one in eight individuals who inject drugs is living with HIV.
Among them, nine in ten are also burdened with Hepatitis C. Additionally, an
estimated 17.45 million people use amphetamines in Asia, constituting 51% of the
global population of people who use drugs.”


